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Synopsis

This is the sixth edition of the best-selling AP Computer Science exam prep book. Thorough review
chapters cover all of the AP CS material. Includes five complete practice exams with suggestions

and code for 20 labs based on the free-response questions in the practice exams.
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Customer Reviews

Maria Litvin has taught computer science and mathematics at Phillips Academy in Andover,
Massachusetts, since 1987. She is an Advanced Placement Computer Science exam Reader and
Table Leader and, as a consultant for The College Board, provides AP training for high school
computer science teachers. Maria is a recipient of the 1999 Siemens Award for Advanced
Placement for Mathematics, Science, and Technology for New England and of the 2003
RadioShack National Teacher Award. Prior to joining Phillips Academy, Maria taught computer
science at Boston University. Maria is the author of the C++ version of Be Prepared (Skylight
Publishing, 1999) and co-author (with Gary Litvin) of the bestselling C++ for You++ (Skylight
Publishing, 1998) and the Java Methods series. The latest edition is called Java Methods:
Object-Oriented Programming and Data Structures, second AP edition (Skylight Publishing, 2011),
and it is one of the leading high school textbooks for AP CS courses. Maria and Gary also co-wrote
Mathematics for the Digital Age and Programming in Python (second edition, Skylight Publishing,
2010).Maria Litvin has taught computer science and mathematics at Phillips Academy in Andover,
Massachusetts, since 1987. She is an Advanced Placement Computer Science exam Reader and

Table Leader and, as a consultant for The College Board, provides AP training for high school



computer science teachers. Maria is a recipient of the 1999 Siemens Award for Advanced
Placement for Mathematics, Science, and Technology for New England and of the 2003
RadioShack National Teacher Award. Prior to joining Phillips Academy, Maria taught computer
science at Boston University. Maria is the author of the C++ version of Be Prepared (Skylight
Publishing, 1999) and co-author (with Gary Litvin) of the bestselling C++ for You++ (Skylight
Publishing, 1998) and the Java Methods series. The latest edition is called Java Methods:
Object-Oriented Programming and Data Structures, second AP edition (Skylight Publishing, 2011),
and it is one of the leading high school textbooks for AP CS courses. Maria and Gary also co-wrote
Mathematics for the Digital Age and Programming in Python (second edition, Skylight Publishing,
2010).

My school’s computer science program was a bit lackluster. Most people in the class goofed off and
there was no formal instruction. Accordingly, with about a month until the AP, | started using this
book to fill in the gaps of what | self taught myself. | got a 5 on the AP, so it prepared me rather well
considering it was my main study material. It covered all the material and | did not see anything

unexpected.

This is a good review book for last-minute review. Just reading the solutions doesn’t help as much
as this book could use more problem sets (that are more like the actual questions tested). This book
also excludes some topics that are very important. A line warns you that there’s an increased focus
on algorithms "once again" but based on the 2015 AP, you absolutely need to be proficient in
algorithms to succeed. That's not to say it was not helpful. It has pretty good tips. | would
recommend using this book along with Barron’s AP CSA. If you want to use just one book, go with

Barron’s.

Recommended by AP Computer Science teacher to prepare for the big test

Maira Litvin did a great job working on this book. The explanations are down to earth and the review
questions are decent. | would recommend adding in some higher rigor questions to match that of

the AP exam, but this book does a great job at the basics and intermediate level.

very nice book!



The 5 practice tests are really helpful.

The practice problems in this textbook were very similar to the problems on the AP test. This

product | believe better prepared my for the AP test

This is an excellent book, | use it in conjunction with the Litvin’s other AP book for class.
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